( 1^7) 

I. Part of a iMter from Mr. Benjamin Bulli- 
VdLnt.at BofkonJ^ New England ^ toMr James 
Petiver^ apothecary ^ and Fellow of the Roy* 
al Society^ in London. Comerning fome Na- 
tural Obfer^ations he had made in thofe Farts. 

SIR, 

THE laft I addrefled to you, was by our ingenious 
Friend Mr. Trott, who went hence in OSiohr; I 
have fioce received from you Mr. Jojfelins Book of Mem 
England Rarities, and obferve him to beihorr, but ner- 
vous. I cannot now make any defcant on your Obfer- 
vations upon him, only this, that I made the lame Re- 
mark you do, about the Plague of the Back^ *that it is 
greatly diftant from an Empyema. I have tafted it mora 
than once perfonally, it feemsmore of a CoUick, yet is 
undoubtedly a Mervom Dolour. The Country People 
have learned of the Indians to (leep Cafloreum in Rum, 
and fo cure it. 

As to the Fire^ Flies, I took feveral of them in fulj 
laft, I take them to be a GlomWorm Volant j the Luftre 
is placed as in a GlmWorm. Kill the Fly (as I have done) 
and you find the Scintilla a fmall Jelly like Subftance, 
the which feparated into Atoms, gives ftill, in the Dark, 
a proportionable Luftre, to the Magnitude of each 
Atom. 

I faw Butterflies Eggs that were teftaceous, and near 
as big as a Wrens, moft glorioufly beftudded with Gold 
and Silver j at Road Ijland the Mowers find them in the 
Grafs, and they hatch in the Windows, and are a Sport 
for Children. 

tortoifes 



Tortoifes are Amphihiom, I have found th@ir Eggs by 
Foods Sides, in great Quantities, they are without iheljs, 
like thofe in a Hens Belly ; our Daoies fcruple not to ufs 
them as Hens Eggs in Puddings^ 

GraJhopperSy \n dry Years, are a Pl^g'^s to the Huf- 
bandmen : That oo fome Iflands they have put Muiti- 
ludes of Turkeys to deftroy them ,• they are prodigious 
in Qijanrity, of a Grey Colour, and about Three Inches 
long • io July become Volant, and have a kind of Regi- 
mental Difcipiine, and as it were, fome Commanders, 
viJ^hich ibew greater and more fplendid Wings than the 
Commoners, and rife firft when they are purlued by the 
fowls ^ or by the Foot of the Travelkr, which I have 
often feriouily remarked. 

The Hum bird \ have fliot with Sand, and had one 
fome Weeks in my keeping, I put a Straw for a Perch 
into a Venice Glafs Tumbler ^ ty'd over the Mouth with a 
Paper, in which f cut Holes for the Bird's Bill (about as 
long and as fmali as a Taylor's Needle) and laying the 
Glafs on one Side, fet a Drachm of Honey by it, which 
it foon fcented, and with its long Tongue put forth be- 
yond its Bill, fed daily ; it muted the Honey pure, and 
was a Profpe^tto many Comers; it flew away atlaft. 
We have a Frog as big as a Penny Loaf, its Cry's ex- 

aftly like a Bull. 

I have examined the Clam, he bath a Plain Pipe or 
Prohojcis^ from whence he ejeds Water, if comprefled. 

Bojlon in New England^ 
Jan. 1 5- ihV . 
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